[The HLA-I and HLA-II expression evaluation in liver biopsy specimens of patients with chronic viral hepatitis].
The main an etiological agents of chronic hepatitis are viral infections. The viral infection course and outcome depend mostly on the immunological response. Infected hepatocytes are damaged by appropriately viral antigen-specific cytolytic T lymphocytes. Those sensitised T cells react only with those hepatocytes which express viral antigen and antigen HLA on membrane surface. The aim of this study was to evaluate the expression of selected histocompatibility antigens HLA in liver biopsy specimens of patients with chronic viral hepatitis. Seventeen patients with chronic persistent hepatitis (inflammatory activity 1-4 points according to Scheuer scale modified by Gabriel) and 27 patients with chronic active hepatitis (5-10 points) were studied. In these groups of patients the intensity of HLA-I (A, B, C), HLA-II (DR) expression in liver biopsy specimens, alanine aminotransferase activity, markers of HBV and HCV in serum were examined. The monoclonal mouse anti-human antibodies and streptavidin-biotin with alkaline phosphatase method for estimation of HLA-I, HLA-II was used. Results were statistically analysed using Mann-Whitney's U test and Spearman's rank correlation test. Generally, the expression of HLA-I and HLA-II on hepatocyte membrane was shown. Significant differences in expression of HLA-II among studied groups were observed, moreover the highest degree of HLA-II intensity in the group of patients with greater inflammation activity was significantly more frequently observed. The expression of HLA-I, HLA-II was regardless of the viral a etiology and serological markers of HBV replication. The degree of studied parameters expression was positively correlated with biochemical activity of inflammation.